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candle than curse the  
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The Springs Echo - A Street Paper

What Is a Street Paper?
You will not find New York Times quality journalism on these pages. You will 
not find carefully worded, saccharine pronouncements about all the progress 
our city is making. And you will not find words making excuses for violence, 
physical or otherwise, from any quarter. What you will find are authentic, very 
lightly edited articles, cris de coeur, if you will, from friends and neighbors 
sleeping in tents, under porches, or living in their vehicles. You may find 
harsh, fist-shaking words coming from people who have nothing left to lose. 
This should not surprise you. But you will also find words of hope offering 
help and support to those who need them; we all need them!

We think these voices are important and should be heard. They are part of 
our community and should not be ignored. You won’t find them anywhere 
else. 

Please Help/Donate
We pay for this paper largely out of our own pockets because we believe in 
our mission. We strongly believe there should be a venue for our friends and 
neighbors on the streets to have their views published. We may not always 
agree with everything they say, but that doesn't mean those views are not 
valid and worthy of consideration. Often the wisest people are those who live 
the hardest lives.

It costs $364.81 to print 1,000 copies of the paper. We print a new issue every 
two months. We ask for and welcome your support. No amount is too small. 
If you feel moved to contribute to our work, please visit our website using the 
URL below and find the "Donate" button on our homepage. 

Every donation you make is tax deductable as we are supported by a 501(c)
(3) qualified fiscal sponsor; Citizen-Powered Media.

https://www.thespringsecho.com

Calling All Writers & Storytellers!!! 
Got a Personal Story to tell? See something that's Not Fair? Have an idea to Make Things Better?

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! (250-500 words) Earn $10 per story printed.

Send Your Stories to us at this email address: 

contact@thespringsecho.com

Our Mission
1. A Voice for the Voiceless: We provide a platform from which 
our friends who are living on the streets or in shelters are able 
to share their unique and individual stories.

2. The Dignity of Honest Work: We provide a source of income 
for those who wish to be vendors for the paper. This allows 
them to buy necessities such as socks, gloves, caps, hygiene 
products, etc.

3. Educate the Public: We work to inform our community about 
the issues surrounding homelessness and poverty. 

4. Advocate for the Poor:  We work to indentify inequities and 
support solutions that will improve living conditions and provide 
opportunities for those who need it the most.

5. Support Good Work:  We highlight the work of love, support, 
and encouragement provided by various organizations and 
individuals in our community.

6. Encourage Democratic Participation: We help all people 
register to vote. We monitor state, county, and city government 
activities and report on issues impacting our citizens. 

Disclaimer:
The opinions, beliefs, and viewpoints expressed by the various 
authors printed in The Springs Echo are theirs alone and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions, beliefs, or viewpoints of 
The Springs Echo.

"If a thing is worth doing, 
it is worth doing badly." 

-G.K. Chesterton

THANK YOU! 



Homeless to Housed  Homeless to Housed  
by Patrick Rileyby Patrick Riley

Getting housed when you are homeless is, for most, a daunting and 
frustrating task. You need a job to be able to pay the rent, but a person 
needs housing to keep the job. The agencies that are trying to help 

the homeless get housing, reiterate this point. They hesitate to help you until 
you have an income, or a Section Eight voucher. Until obtaining an income or 
Section Eight voucher, you are stuck living in one of the shelters in town, or 
on the streets. If employed, your time to find housing, now becomes limited. 
If you are lucky enough to have a day off during the week, you can seek help 
from one of the agencies in town with help getting housing and hopefully, 
albeit very doubtful, they can help you on the day off you have during the 
week. If the agency cannot help you on your day off, you must see what you 
can do to get the day off you need. Most employers are pretty understanding 
of your situation if you explain it to them and are honest about it.
 
The agencies in town that are trying to help people get housing, need to 
understand what we are going through. By understanding what we are going 
through, they can better help us. They need to spend the months of December, 
January, and February on the streets with us and experience what we do. 
Spending time on the streets with us with only the basics to survive, will help 
them to, hopefully, understand. They will not do it because they do not want to 
understand, nor do they care enough to understand. 
They fear the knowledge and understanding of what 
it is genuinely like to be homeless. It may be better 
to find a spot on the streets than to go to the Springs 
Rescue Mission (SRM) or R. J. Montgomery (R. J.). If 
you stay at the SRM or R. J., you are most likely getting 
sick, bugs of some kind, and your belongings stolen 
while you sleep, and you will not get the experience 
of what it is really like to be homeless. Staff of these 
places will force clients (the homeless) to behave 
due to having “Guests.”   If you act up in any way, the 
SRM or R. J. bans you from the shelter until after the 
“Guests” have left. This may not happen now, but I 
have seen it happen in the past.
 
Some homeless people get housed right away. This 
may be because they have the time, a family, or just the good timing of it all. 
I know people that got housing due to being in the right place at the right 
time. Some have friends that help them, and it works well. They got the help 
they needed with housing and end up with a job shortly after getting help 
and eventually their own apartment. I know two others that received help 
through one or more of the various agencies and do not have to pay anything 
for their housing. I feel that the local taxpayers and the city should not have 
to pay the full rent to house the homeless. These two people I know have 
the taxpayers paying the rent, and utilities, for them. They do not have any 
income and never will. One of these people is at the SRM in the housing 
they have there, and another is at an apartment complex downtown. These 
two people may always be living off others and never try to get any type of 
income other than begging for what little money they have and not reporting 
it to the people they need to so they can pay something for themselves. Thus, 
they continue to live off others. I have my disability check, which is not much, 
and am currently attending school. I may be presently living off the taxpayers, 
to a point, but at least I am trying to move towards my own indepedence, so 
that I can eventually pay for myself without help from others.

I was on the streets of Colorado Springs for approximately five and a half 
years. I was going to school full time for much of my time on the streets. I 
had numerous problems trying to get housing. Without the income from my 
school financial aid and VA Disability, many of the agencies would not even 
help me. When I could get help, classes had started up again and I could not 
go in on the days the agency helping me wanted me to and they could not, 
or would not, do anything for me on Fridays, the only day I did not have any 
classes. I usually had a class at the time they wanted me to come in, Tuesday 
for example, or I could not make it due to when I completed classes for the 
day.

I finally took time off from school. I needed to have the time to get a place to live 
so I could take classes and have the time to do what the agencies I was working 
with wanted. I did not have any income, so it was difficult to get help. In March/
April of 2019, I started getting payments from my Veterans Administration 
disability. It is not much, but I finally had something to try and work with. In July/
August, I was able to work with the Veterans Administration’s VA Supported 
Housing (VASH) program.  It is a program for veterans that works with the local 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) offices. There are classes you need 
to go to every week. They are not mandatory, but the information in them 

is useful, especially 
if you have been 
homeless for quite 
a while. I found the 
information to be 
a useful reminder. I 
received housing in 
October 2019 and 
have been able to 
maintain housing 
thus far.

In the process of 
going through 
the classes and 
getting housed, I 

was also able to get enrolled in school again. This did not last long due to 
the pandemic and 
lockdowns implemented 
by the government 
at all levels. I had a 
difficult transition from 
classroom instruction 
to online learning since 
I was having issues with 
Zoom, the go-to program 
for my college’s online 
classroom learning. Of 
course, it may have been 
that I had my laptop’s 
security locked down too 
tightly. As it stands now, I 
am trying to get enrolled 
in the Fall semester.

They need to spend the 
months of December, 

January, and February on 
the streets with us and 
experience what we do.
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Dear Readers of The Springs Echo,

If you are reading this from a homeless camp or while 
dumpster diving, then we are all challenged to create 
more housing for people to shelter their bodies and their 
minds in Colorado Springs.

If you are catching this lett er while in a hospital room or 
nursing home, then we all need to visit the elderly and 
care for the strangers who are out of sight and who are 
taking shallow breaths in old age.

If you struggle to see the lett ers in these sentences 
because of illness or age or illiteracy, then we all need to 
see more clearly our role to read to the blind or interpret 
hope for people who have never read a sentence on their 
own. 

If you are searching to belong and you feel worn out 
from the pursuit, then we all shall reach out to you with 
hope that you will fi nd the most human of all longings, 
that is to belong, to be accepted, to be seen and heard, 
and given a full voice no matt er our backgrounds. 

If you have come from a diff erent land or nati on and 
you do not feel welcome, then we have much educati on 
to do in our lives, in our schools and churches, to curb 
destructi ve hatred, prejudice, and false power. 

If you come to this city and bear the marks of violence on 
your body because of your skin color or nati ve language, 
then we must reinterpret our expressions of welcome and 
remove from our vocabulary words such as hatred and 
discriminati on. 

A F���l Wo�dA F���l Wo�d
If you think grasping a gun handle is more important than 
holding the hand of your child or grandchild, then we 
all need to sit down and discuss the prioriti es of what it 
means to be human and let go of our clutch of violence 
and grip human life by the miracle it is. 

If you struggle to make a living for your children or already 
have two or three jobs and can’t pay your bills, then we 
all need to evaluate what it means to live a life of hope for 
the next generati on. 

If you can’t stop drinking alcohol on any day or ti me, then 
we all must work diligently for ways to work through our 
common addicti ons with love and fi nd a power greater 
than ourselves who knows our anguish. 

This is my last column. I will be 
leaving Sacred Heart Parish 
and Colorado Springs in July 
2022. I will be ministering at 
Saint Edward’s University in 
Austi n, Texas. So, I wanted to 
write a lett er to all the readers 
of The Springs Echo and most 
especially to say thank you 
for this opportunity to write 
during these past few years. 

Photo CourtesyPhoto Courtesy
Rusty KernRusty Kern
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...I� You... T�e� We......I� You... T�e� We...
 by Father Ron by Father Ron

If you can’t face your past or childhood because of the 
emoti onal and sexual abuse you have survived, then we
all need to take a second look at how we raise and love 
our children. 

If you have ever been told to pull your life up from your 
own bootstraps, then we all need help believing in God 
who engages us to off er hope to other people who can’t 
help themselves. 

If you have trouble concentrati ng or being silent, then we
all need to sit together and believe that God comes to us 
in our breath, in our hearts, and in our silence when we 
surrender to God alone. 

If you have never experienced love and acceptance from 
people who believe in God, then we all need to kneel 
before our Maker and come to terms with our egos and 
inner violence.

If you are waiti ng for the warmth of love, then we all need 
to come to terms with God who is invested in us all and 
who desires the best for each of us on earth. 

If you hear me in these fi nal words, then we all shall live 
with tenderness, compassion, and grati tude unti l we reach 
heaven above. 

If you are in need, then we all need more love.

Thank you for everything. Farewell. 

God give you peace,
Fr. Ronald Raab, CSC

If you live all day behind jail bars and have not seen 
sunlight lately, then we all need to enter the darkness of 
our prisons so we can cast new light on a bright hope for 
everyone before we die.

If you are overwhelmed by the fi res raging across the globe, 
the lakes drying up in many states and oceans rising, then 
we shall tread lightly on our earth to care for our planet 
together with grace and genuine hope. 

If you think aborti on is our only life issue, then we all need 
to sit down and discuss the diffi  culti es surviving the life 
that is ours. 

If you have not taken your medicati ons today for your 
mental illness, then we all need to examine the costs of 
meds for people who need help surviving the streets and 
searching for low-income housing.

Rev. Ronald Patrick Raab, CSC, serves Rev. Ronald Patrick Raab, CSC, serves 
as pastor of Sacred Heart Parish in as pastor of Sacred Heart Parish in 
Old Colorado City, Colorado Springs, CO.Old Colorado City, Colorado Springs, CO.

Photo CourtesyPhoto Courtesy
John GoddardJohn Goddard

   Page 5



                   Bus Be�tBus Be�t
 by Tom Noonan by Tom Noonan
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Bob Marley sings a lyric “…my feet are my only carriage.” 
These words may have helped his image as a prophet and 
revoluti onary in many parts of the world where the poor 

walk as their primary mode of transportati on.

Here in the United States, we oft en drive only a few blocks rather 
than walk, and someti mes with good reason. Motorists feel safer 
in their cars than pedestrians crossing busy intersecti ons. 

Last year Colorado Springs experienced a record number of 
fataliti es involving pedestrians and cars. As a result, I went in 
person to the police stati on to inquire how many drivers were 
cited for failing to yield to a pedestrian. I was directed to email 
my inquiry, which I did many months ago, and never received a 
response. 

Both as a pedestrian and bicyclist, I have had close encounters with 
cars. Although I haven’t been hit as a pedestrian, our daughter 
was injured in a crosswalk by a motorist, even though she had the 
right of way. On my bicycle, I have been hit twice when I had the 
right of way. Once I was hit at an intersecti on bordering a middle 
school by an apologeti c driver late for work. 

Pedestrians and bicyclists connect with our bus system and need 
to be safe doing so. Bike racks are available on almost all buses. 
Drivers are oft en distracted by cell phones and in a hurry, myself 
included. 

We need to stay off  the phone and drive the speed limit keeping 
bicyclists and pedestrians in mind as we drive down our city 
streets. We need cyclists and pedestrians to be prudent too. As 
we travel busy streets, we don’t want to be dead right and lose in 
a car-connected accident. 

A few crossing signals downtown are automated for pedestrians. 
Automated crossing signals for pedestrians throughout the city is 
a needed improvement. In additi on, pedestrian crossing signals 
that interrupt the traffi  c patt ern in favor of pedestrians are needed 
throughout the city. Drivers already have an advantage over those 
walking and cycling as far as speed. We need to give pedestrians 
and cyclists preference at busy intersecti ons. These are a few ideas 
to help people safely connect to public transportati on. 

We now have a free bus shutt le downtown and I hope people will 
ride and give buses a try. In a best-case scenario, all buses will be 
free to riders throughout the city. If our tax dollars can provide 
free roads, why not free buses too? 

Contact members of city council and other elected offi  cials to 
voice your support for public transit locally, nati onally, and 
internati onally. 

Buses help bring people together. I hope to see you on board soon. 

We Remem�e�! 
by Pat Holley 

These are the names of our friends and neighbors who have These are the names of our friends and neighbors who have 
passed, as reported to us. Each person listed here is a precious passed, as reported to us. Each person listed here is a precious 
soul who left  us way too soon. soul who left  us way too soon. 

We know that we may be missing some names. If there are We know that we may be missing some names. If there are 
errors in this "report" we apologize; it is diffi  cult to gather and errors in this "report" we apologize; it is diffi  cult to gather and 
confi rm this type of informati on. If you know of someone who confi rm this type of informati on. If you know of someone who 
should, or should not, be on the list, please reach out to us at should, or should not, be on the list, please reach out to us at 
this email address: contact@thespringsecho.com. this email address: contact@thespringsecho.com. 

We would also like to thank everyone who has given us this We would also like to thank everyone who has given us this 
informati on; it is very much appreciated. You know who you informati on; it is very much appreciated. You know who you 
are! are! 

Britti  ngham, Wynn "Sti cks", May 15, 2022. Age 61Britti  ngham, Wynn "Sti cks", May 15, 2022. Age 61

Dengle, Matt hew, Jan 10, 2022. Age 30Dengle, Matt hew, Jan 10, 2022. Age 30

Krasowski, Seth. Age 39Krasowski, Seth. Age 39

Magur, Joseph, April 16, 2022. Age 45.Magur, Joseph, April 16, 2022. Age 45.

Olsen, Alisha, Jan 10, 2022. Age 32Olsen, Alisha, Jan 10, 2022. Age 32

Petti  s, Ron Rocky. Age UnknownPetti  s, Ron Rocky. Age Unknown

Saladrigas, Carlos. Age 58Saladrigas, Carlos. Age 58

Slabaugh, Charles "Bam Bam", May 13, 2022. Age 59 Slabaugh, Charles "Bam Bam", May 13, 2022. Age 59 

Schlager, Mike, Jan 29, 2022. Age UnknownSchlager, Mike, Jan 29, 2022. Age Unknown

Timothy, David, Dec 28, 2021. Age 70Timothy, David, Dec 28, 2021. Age 70

Walker, Gordon, Jan 27, 2022. Age 45Walker, Gordon, Jan 27, 2022. Age 45

Williams, Thomas “Tommy”, Jan 2, 2022. Age 60Williams, Thomas “Tommy”, Jan 2, 2022. Age 60

? Dan (Daniel) -  Street name Hunchback Dan. Age 35 ? Dan (Daniel) -  Street name Hunchback Dan. Age 35 

? Mike (Michael) - Street name Boston Mike. Age Unknown.? Mike (Michael) - Street name Boston Mike. Age Unknown.

? Ronald Britt  - Lived in his truck? Age Unknown.? Ronald Britt  - Lived in his truck? Age Unknown.

---Th e Rose Ladies---
There used to be a TV program called Hallmark Hall of Fame. 
One night they had a play that was done enti rely in poetry form. 
A woman died, and all the mourners were standing around her 
grave. Each one was taking a turn saying what they thought 
had caused her death. She had had a horrible life. But the last 
one to speak said, “I don’t think she died of thorns as everyone 
supposes. I think, instead, she must have died from a lack of roses.” 
Mary, Pat, and Diane all understood they couldn't fi x the thorns 
in people's lives, but they could sure spread some roses. They are 
The Rose Ladies. Pat is now gone, but The Rose Ladies live on.



RESOURCE GUIDE
Meals
Church of the Lord of Glory
500 W. Bijou St.
(719) 635-1057
Wed. and Sun. 3:00 p.m.

Legacy Wesleyan Church
"More Than A Meal"
502 N. Walnut St.
(719) 447-5009
Sun. Breakfast 9:00 a.m.

Marian House
14 W. Bijou St.
(719) 475-7314
Daily 10:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Project Angel Heart 
1625 W. Uintah St., Suite 1
(719) 323-0084
Delivers meals to those with chronic 
illness.

Salvati on Army
908 Yuma St.
(719) 635-1287
Daily, $2.00 fee
Lunch 11:30 - 1:00
Dinner 5:30 - 6:00

Sanctuary Church
1930 W. Colorado Ave. 
(719) 634-7232
Daily 10:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Springs Rescue Mission
5 W. Las Vegas St.
(719) 632-1822
Daily Breakfast 8 - 9 a.m.
Daily Sack Lunch 11:15 - 11:30 a.m.
Daily Dinner 4 - 5 p.m.

Shelter/Housing
Family Life Services
1880 S. Cascade Ave.
(719) 632-4661
Transiti onal housing for mothers and 
children.

Family Promise
1647 S. Nevada Ave.
(719) 329-1244
Transiti onal housing for families

Mary’s Home
3649 Michigan Avenue
(719) 301-5411
Transiti onal housing for mothers and 
children.

New Promise
1647 S. Nevada Ave.
(719) 358-6220
Low barrier emergency shelter for fami-
lies with children under the age of 18. 

Partners in Housing
455 Gold Pass Hts.
(719) 473-8890
Transiti onal housing program for
families.

Rocky Mountain Human 
Services
17 S. Weber St.
(719) 323-2600
Homes for all veterans, life skills, and 
support.

Salvati on Army 
(RJ Montgomery)
709 S. Sierra Madre St.
(719) 578-9190
Shelter for families, men, & women.

Springs Rescue Mission
5 W. Las Vegas St
(719) 632-1822
Shelter for men and women.

TESSA
435 Gold Pass Hts.
(719) 633-3819
Emergency shelter -  domesti c abuse.

The Place
423 E. Cucharras St.
(719) 205-7129
Shelter for people ages 15 - 20.

Westside CARES
2808 W. Colorado Ave.
(719) 389-0759
Rent and Uti lity Assistance

Medical
El Paso County Public Health
1675 W. Garden of the Gods Rd., 
Suite 2044  
(719) 578-3199
Immunizati ons, STD testi ng, and family 
medical care.

Mission Medical
2125 E. LaSalle St.
(719) 219-3402
Medical, dental, vision, behavioral, and 
diabetes care.

Medical Cont'
Peak Vista Community Health
111 East Las Vegas Street, near Springs 
Rescue Mission. Call (719) 632-5700 
Mon-Fri  7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sat-Sun Closed
This clinic provides: medical services, 
dental services, behavioral health, and 
general care coordinati on.

SET Family Health Clinic 
2864 S. Circle Dr., Suite 450.
(719) 776-8850

SET Homeless Health Clinic
14 W Bijou St. Marian House
(719) 866-6432

Westside CARES
2808 W. Colorado Ave.
(719) 389-0759

S u i c i d e 
H o t l i n e

(844) 493-8255 or 
text 38255
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Crisis Centers
Cedar Springs Hospital
2135 Southgate Rd.
(719) 633-4114
24-hour crisis center and inpati ent 
hospital.

Diversus Health (Formerly
Aspen Pointe)
115 South Parkside Dr.
(719) 635-7000
24-hour crisis center.

TESSA
435 Gold Pass Hts.
(719) 633-3819 
Crisis support - For victi ms of domesti c 
abuse.

The Pikes Peak Litt le Free Pantry
516 W. Pikes Peak AvenueG
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                                      We Remem�e� P�tWe Remem�e� P�t
 by Kristy Milligan by Kristy Milligan

You, dear Echo reader, may not have had the privilege of meeting Pat 
Holley. Of course, it’s possible that you have: a longtime community 
volunteer, Pat’s activities included creating and distributing 

hygiene kits and snacks to people experiencing homelessness across 
town, supporting the Assistance League of Colorado Springs (and their 
thrift shop), working reception for Rocky Mountain PBS, packing food 
at Care and Share, and about a dozen other charitable activities; too 
many for me to list here.

If you did meet Pat, you’d remember her. She was, to paraphrase 
Shakespeare, tiny but fierce. She always had a smile and a kind word 
for everyone. She sometimes wore buttons when she handed essential 
items out to people experiencing homelessness. My favorite read: 
“Hugs, not bombs.”

Whether you met her or not, you can be certain that tiny Pat had an 
enormous hand in some small but crucial relief in your life: from food 
to hygiene kits to elevating the needs of people experiencing poverty 
in her circles to build empathy, Pat was relentless in her insistence 
that we see our neighbors - ALL our neighbors - as human beings with 
inherent dignity, deserving of our love. 

You can also be sure that Pat loved you. Believed in you. Wanted the 
best for you. That was her way.

Pat Holley also had a way of rendering invisible things visible. Bringing 
them to light. I think she was the light itself.

She believed it was of monumental importance to honor the lives of 
all our neighbors. She researched and compiled the column in these 
pages that acknowledges the deaths of our sisters and brothers lost to 
the streets. She reached out to lots of our partners when she got wind 
of a death that might have been one of our neighbors, and I can’t tell 
you how many times I gave her the name of someone I hadn’t seen in 
a while and asked her to track them down. She’d call every hospital, 
the coroner’s office - sometimes with scant detail, nothing more than a 
street name - and find out what happened to a particular neighbor. On 
the happy days, we’d discover that someone was just fine. And, on the 
sad days, we’d learned that a life was lost, always too soon.

Death is a part of life. You know that, and Pat knew that. And she 
also knew that the life that preceded death was precious, no matter 
whose it was. Pat’s life also ended too soon. But like your life, it was 
also filled with joys and sorrows. Choices and chances. Children and 
grandchildren. Faith and doubt. Conviction. Gratitude. Love.

She was someone who made the most of every bit of energy and love 
she had.

Years ago, Pat shared a prayer/meditation by Barbara Merritt with 
her daughter called “Affirmation.” It’s too long to include here, but it 
ends with the following lines: “It’s time someone told us all that we are 
valued and infinitely worthwhile. And it’s time we believe it.”

My strongest wish is that, at the end of her life, Pat believed it. 

And her strongest wish was probably that those she loved and cherished 
believed it too. Whether you knew Pat personally or not, she loved you.

You reading this, please believe it.

Patricia Anne Holley
Born: September 16, 1940

Died: June 1, 2022
Everyone is invited to an open celebrati on of life 
on Saturday, July 23rd at 11:00 a.m. at All Souls 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 730 N. Tejon 
Street, Colorado Springs, Colorado. Recepti on 
with food and drink following the service.
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