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W

elcome to the July/August 2021 issue of The Springs Echo. A lot has
happened in our community, and in our country, since the publication of our last issue. All of us, of course, are pleased to see the
COVID-19 infection rates and deaths declining dramatically, due largely to the
easy accessibility of vaccinations. Somewhat distressing, however, is the rise
of a new, more infectious variant and the lagging vaccination rates in El Paso
County. As of this writing, we are still hovering at just over 44% - well below
the herd immunity target rate of 70%. Not good. We can, and must, do better!

The beautiful cover photo was taken just after we met with the President and
CEO of the Springs Rescue Mission (SRM). If one measures the evolution of an
organization by its leadership, SRM is surely headed in the right direction. In
much the same way Joshua did as part of his “assumption of command” from
Moses, Jack Briggs brings to the organization the faith, wisdom, and determination essential for success in this difficult and challenging environment.
Success, here, is found in that delicate dance between the private sector, the
public sector, the non-profit world, and the faith community. This is a tricky
chemistry that few get right. Equally difficult is finding the right balance between staff and volunteers in an organization that depends so heavily on volunteers. By all accounts, SRM seems to have found the right formula. Thank
you, Jack! Thank you, Terry, Travis, Jeff, Becca, Barbara, Cameron, Chaplain
David, Taylor, Tammy, Jess, Judy, Patricia and, of course, The Sergeant Major! Courtesy Denver Public Library Western History and Genealogy Department (circa 1910).
Thanks, as always, goes to our contributors for their heartfelt eloquence, relatively untouched by the editor's pen. And that's the way we want it; authentic
voices from the battlefield of life on the streets.

T

here is a beautiful old wooden chapel off of Ruxton Avenue just up
from the Miramont Castle in Manitou Springs. If you haven't seen it, go
there. It lies a little off the beaten path - off the beaten path where most
treasures are found. And, like most treasures, this lovely jewel of a chapel is
well worth preserving.

Finally, we would like to ask for a generous reading of the column asking for
support of the ongoing work at Our Lady of Perpetual Help (OLPH). This beautiful, historic landmark in Manitou Springs is long overdue for the upgrades
Our Lady of Perpetual Help (OLPH) was founded in Colorado City in 1860
now under way. Please support it, financially, if you are able, and with your
to minister to the first settlers in the area. On July 30, 1882, Bishop Joseph
prayers, if you aren't.
Machebeuf dedicated a Catholic Church in Manitou Springs. The new church,
Most importantly, a huge thank you to our supporters who help built by the Gillis brothers at 218 Ruxton Ave., was dedicated on August 1,
1889, with Fr. Frederick Bender as pastor. A small rectory was built that same
us keep this scrappy little street paper alive. Love you all!
year. Four years later, Fr. J. B. Francolon became the pastor and built Miramont
Castle. On August 3, 1903, the original church was destroyed by fire. A new
And now these three remain:
structure was built and dedicated by the following October. Two years later,
faith, hope, and love.
Fr. Michael P. Callanan added the Lourdes Grotto on the property.

But the greatest of these is love.
1 Corinthians 13:13
Are You a Writer, an Artist, a Poet?
No? Doesn't Matter - You Still Have a Story to Tell!
We Want to Hear From You!
email: contact@thespringsecho.com
facebook.com/TheSpringsEcho
The Springs Echo team is made up of
volunteers who feel called to this work.

Page 2

In 1926, the Oblates of Mary Immaculate took charge of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, serving it as a mission from the expanded and now renamed Sacred
Heart Parish in Old Colorado City. The Congregation of Holy Cross assumed
pastoral leadership in 1984.
Now, after well more than a century of dedicated service, this beautiful old
chapel needs a little help. With the addition of a handicap accessible ramp, for
the first time in the church's 118 year history, it will be accessible to all. Later,
a handicap accessible restroom will be built in the Fr. Schultz House next door.
Construction on the ramp project and grotto restoration is now underway.
OLPH has received a $45,000 matching grant from Catholic Extension, and
every donation made now is doubled! PLEASE HELP IF YOU CAN.
Contributions can be made out to “Sacred Heart Parish,” with “OLPH
Building Fund” in the subject line or directly on their website

All Donations Gratefully Accepted

www.sacredheartcos.org.

www.thespringsecho.com

Thank you so much for your support!

Where's Gerry?

“W

By Tom Noonan

here’s Gerry?”, I asked. “He’s out sick,” was the reply. Knowing
Gerry worked out regularly at the Ft. Carson gym and looked
the picture of health whenever I saw him, I was surprised and
yet, I wasn't too concerned thinking that he would be back driving the bus
again soon.
Gerry and I met one morning after I struggled two blocks from home to the
bus stop. Despite the short distance, even getting out of bed was a major undertaking with severe depression.
Gerry somehow noticed the effort necessary for me to board the bus and his
friendly greeting helped lift the depression ever so slightly. Since I was unable
to focus enough to drive safely, I was blessed with many more rides with
Gerry and gradually became aware of this extraordinary person.
We started exchanging trivia questions to greet each other when we crossed
paths. "What are the five freedoms of the first amendment? Who is the all
time career highest scorer in the NBA? What is the only country with fresh
water sharks?"
Nicaragua was Gerry’s birthplace which is why he spoke Spanish fluently. He
was a U.S. Army veteran and served overseas in the Middle East and Germany among many other assignments. As a result, he greeted riders in Spanish,
English, and German.
Regardless of the rider or the language, greetings were friendly and professional. He knew the bus system forwards and backwards and helped riders
navigate their way through the often confusing and complicated task of bus
travel in our city. Even with angry riders, he was cool as a cucumber. His calm
extended to poor drivers cutting off the bus in heavy traffic. Kindness was his
calling card.
Once when the bus was empty except for the two us, we spoke of President
Trump, and I had many unkind words for our President. Gerry listened patiently as I ranted. Then, he spoke, “I pray for the President every night.” He
reminded me, if you have a pilot that you hate, pray for the pilot because if
the plane crashes, we will die as well. Gerry recognized the practical side of
praying for our enemies. Although I still struggle to control my anger, Gerry,
showed me, by example, the benefits of doing so.
When I last saw Gerry, he introduced me to his wife at the Sand Creek public
library. He confirmed that he had been sick and added, “I’ll be back soon.”
Something in his wife’s facial expression said otherwise.
“Where’s Gerry?”, I asked another driver a couple of months later. She replied, “He died.” Three months after being diagnosed with cancer, she explained, he was gone.
I still miss his smile and savor his spirit which lives on every time I and other
of his many friends recall his faithful service to both riders and fellow drivers.
“Where’s Gerry?” My best guess is heaven. Thank you Gerry-driver, friend,
and teacher

“It is better to light one
candle than curse the
darkness.”

- Anonymous Ann

On the Margins

F

ather Paul Wicker died on June 1, 2021.
He was the founding pastor of Holy
Apostles Parish in Colorado Springs,
Co. He spent his years as a priest affirming
people’s lives, listening to the lost with a
heart of gold. He believed in Jesus Christ.
He ached to hear Jesus and to follow him.
This conviction revealed itself in each encounter with every person he met.
I first met Paul in 1984 when I served at
Sacred Heart Parish as a young priest. He
seemed larger than life because he practiced what he believed. His genuine nature
was as fresh as morning light. In recent
Father Paul Wicker
years I got to know him as an advocate for people in Ukraine and his ministry among the ill at our local hospitals and as a person
of prayer. He treated me as if I was the only person who mattered, the same as
he treated every person whom he encountered.
If I could somehow tame his spirituality, put it in a sentence or articulate it on a
mountain top, I could not capture the spirit in which he lived and thrived. However, in essence, he lived a people-centered faith and spirituality. People mattered to him always. People were first rather than institutions. People lived in his
heart and mattered in his eyes.
People matter. Yet, I know not every person lives with such a conviction. I ache
to find in my heart such a love. I have a long way to go to find the solace of God
resting in me to share it with others whom I encounter. I am grateful we have
role models of those who teach us how to overcome our own pain and weariness
to live differently on earth.
My greatest teachers are people who show me they have nothing to lose but to
be themselves. I see this not only in leaders like Fr. Paul, but also in people who
sleep near our dumpster at the church. If I look more closely, and listen more
attentively, I can hear people screaming to be heard and aching to be known.
I long for us all to understand that other people matter. We so often become
shut down from our inner fear or the politics of power. We often shut down
others because we are threatened by the words they speak or because we are
afraid that our lives will also be lost in poverty, loneliness, or addiction. We lash
out when we are most afraid and put down others because we do not want to
experience such powerlessness.
I pray to rub my eyes and open them to see others for who they are, good, loving
and created by God. I want to wash out my ears to truly hear the stories of people who have lost everything and only want to be heard. Perhaps someday, I may
connect the flickering faith I have in God and live it more fully on the earth. In
the meantime, I am so grateful for role models like Fr. Paul Wicker, who continue
to teach us that faith in practice is possible, and that love made visible Is shared
with a smile and a word of encouragement to get us through the day.
Fr. Paul Wicker, rest in peace.

Rev. Ronald Patrick Raab, CSC, serves as pastor of Sacred
Heart Parish in Old Colorado City, Colorado Springs, CO.
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Passport to Hope
What is Work Engagement?
For unemployed guests, a great way to give back, get involved, and become eligible for the Next Step shelter programs is Work Engagement.
Participants in the program operate like volunteers, performing functions
like cleaning, dish washing, serving in the kitchen, and doing laundry.

What is Case Management?
Through case management programs, men and women can access services from 16 partner agencies, including counseling, therapy, dentistry
and essential medical services. Case managers also help guests navigate the shelter system and recommend next steps on their pathway out
of homelessness. This program can also assist SRM clients in securing
government benefits.

What is Transferring Shelters?
Springs Rescue Mission has developed a “tiered shelter system,” which
breaks the programs into three groups for both men and women: Entry,
Next Step, and Advanced. It’s designed to create steps out of homelessness and back to self-sufficiency. When a guest enters a new shelter
program, it’s known as “transferring shelters.”

Facsimile of Passport to Hope (Front)

PASSPORT TO HOPE

for people who are interested in:
- Work Engagement
- Case Management
- Transferring Shelters
To complete the Passport, go to the front desk at
21 W. to get the following signatures. Follow the
directions on the other side of this paper.

DIVERSUS (FORMERLY ASPEN POINTE)

Behavioral Health Services - Provides a mental health professional to discuss, assess, identify and treat mental health or
substance use concerns. Telehealth appointments are on campus
on M, T, Th, Fr, and Heather is available for walk-ins on Thursday
mornings.

PEAK VISTA

Physical Health - Assists with medical concerns, addresses
chronic health issues, accesses prescriptions. On SRM campus
Monday through Friday in the mornings before 11:30 a.m.

CHAPLAIN DAVID

Spiritual Health - Chaplain David provides spiritual guidance
and support. The Chaplain will have a quick conversation with
Passport applicants about their spiritual goals. He has access and
direction to Bible study, prayer, and spiritual growth.

RONNIE - WORK ENGAGEMENT

Workforce Preparation - Ronnie oversees and connects clients
to our Work Engagement program. Work engagement is an opportunity for clients to volunteer around the Springs Rescue Mision campus. The program provides classes and guidance for skill
building related to the working world.

D.H.S.

Department of Human Services - Assists people with navigation of governmental resources like Social Security, food stamps
(EBT), Medicare/Medicaid etc.
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Springs Rescue Mission
Facsimile of Passport to Hope (Back)

PASSPORT TO HOPE
CLIENT INFORMATION:
Name of Client:

AGENCY SIGNATURES:

PEAK VISTA:

Today's Date:		

CHAPLAIN:

					

Counseling/Case Management: Each man is assigned a Case Manager who

will work with him throughout the New Life Program. Our Case Managers strive to
offer personal counsel and spirit-led insight to address and resolve issues related
to previous life choices. NLP residents also participate in self evaluations, process
groups, and counseling sessions.

RONNIE:

Mission ID Number:

The New Life Program is a yearlong residential men’s addiction recovery
program. By addressing all aspects of your character and providing a Biblical foundation, the goal is that you would get clean and gain all of the skills necessary to thrive
in everyday life. The 4 Components of the Men’s New Life Program are based on
Mark 12:30, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your HEART, and with all your
SOUL, and with all your MIND, and with all your STRENGTH.”
Spiritual: Every day starts with devotions and worship. Bible study, recovery
meetings, and weekly church attendance follow throughout the week. The goal is
for each man to be able to live the rest of his life with a solid biblical understanding
as he journeys through recovery with a relationship with Jesus Christ. A volunteer
mentor helps with spiritual support as well.

DIVERSUS:

					

Men's New Life Program (NLP)

D.H.S.

DIRECTIONS:

STEP 1. Go to the Resource Center front desk to talk with agencies listed above (Diversus, Peak Vista, Chaplain, Ronnie, and
D.H.S.) The front desk will put your name on the list to meet with
each agency. When it is your turn, your name will be called over
the loudspeaker. SRM sees a lot of people. It may take more
than an hour to seen by an agency.

Education: The Career Advancement Center (CAC) offers comprehensive education in academic subjects and career development/readiness. Residents improve
reading, grammar and math skills, and learn basic computer operations. If necessary, men are able to obtain a GED and prepare for higher education opportunities.
Classes in life skills supplement academic learning. Career employment classes offer
residents the opportunity to explore viable career options and prepare accordingly
for successful employment.
Work Assignments: Our work assignment component develops basic proficiencies that successful employees need. These include following instructions,
punctuality, working with others, submitting to authority, finishing a job to completion, and resolving work conflict issues.

STEP 2. Once your passport is filled out and signed by each person, cut off the top portion and turn it into the front desk.
STEP 3. Attend the Passport Meeting with Case Manager Jim.

You can do this by checking in to the Resource Center front desk
on Fridays at 8:00 a.m. Jim will then put your name in a queue to
be called over the loudspeaker.

STEP 4. Attend the appropriate meeting for your interest (see

schedule below). For example, if you are interested in transferring
from the Entry Shelter to a Next Step Shelter, you will attend the
Transfer Meeting.

PASSPORT MEETING SCHEDULE

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY

9:30 a.m.
Work Engagement
Located in 25 W.

2:00 p.m.
Transfer Meeting
Located in 25 W.

8:15 a.m.
Passport Check In
Located in 21 W.
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Cri de Coeur
by Cindy Lund

L

ast Friday, at exactly 2 p.m., a memorial service was held for Bob... a
camper from the Westside. He had been living at Greenway Flats for
the last twenty-two months. He passed in his apartment, alone. I think
most of us were shocked. When you go indoors your life becomes simple.
You don't struggle with everyday tasks such as getting the nutrition that you
lacked when you were homeless. You have lighting in your apartment with a
simple flick of a switch. When you turn on a faucet, water pours out. You can
bathe when you want to, eat when you care to, you can leave your blinds up
or down at your whim. And you can read when you want to go to that quiet place, take a nap, or go to sleep for the night when want you to. You can
sleep as long as you want. When Bob passed, heaven awaited him. He was
free of his sorrows, his addiction, and his lost love
Gail passed away six months ago. She too was a resident of Greenway Flats.
A Westsider for many years, Bob and Gail were friends - from that old neighborhood. They both lived on the third floor, as did I. The last time I saw Gail
she was suffering horribly because of the bile that was backing up into her
stomach from her liver. She was in our lounge at Greenway.
I said to her, “Go back to the hospital please. You don't deserve this pain.”

Keepin' It Real - 719
by Cowboy

W

ELL. Now, that they have found a cure for corona, can we get somewhat back to normal?

What was normal in a homeless person’s world before we went into
the pandemic?
Maybe a new shopping cart?
Maybe?
Did the world change a lot for you? For those of us who are homeless, for
those of us who had very little before the pandemic, life really hasn't changed
all that much.
However, I do note with interest and with a vague sense of curiosity (shadenfreude?) that it does seem as if the perception of who would get the corona
virus did change. Not many homeless people that I know caught it. Some
speculate that homelessness and the harsh, exposed lifestyle this engenders
helped build and strengthen immune systems, and this is one reason, among
several others, that many of our homeless sisters and brothers didn’t catch it.
At the very least, it is an idea worth considering.

Gail said, “If I go back to the hospital, I’m never coming back home.”

Moreover, being homeless, I did see a different picture of the suffering
brought about by the virus. The mental health part of it changed most of us.
I knew that already. I hugged her goodbye knowing that this was it. She died
Whether you had money or didn’t, it mentally changed all of us, some how,
six weeks later in a hospital in Denver; far from the home that she waited
in ways that perhaps we do not yet understand. Only the passage of time will
many years for, here at Greenway Flats.
enable us to put all of this in a clearer perspective.
I thought I got this meaning when entering the meeting room at Greenway.
Now that our economy is going back to work, you see hiring signs everywhere. Housing is being built everywhere. There is one thing that stands true.
I won't cry. But that's not what took place.
Corona virus created homelessness everywhere in many ways. New cars are
being bought, if they can be found. Certainly the used car market is heating
I cried for the loss of Bob and Gail.
up. There are temp tags everywhere. Many new jobs are being created; or
I cried for the loss and sudden death of Dan, my boyfriend of twelve years.
re-created. And the city has its first cranes at work on new construction in
many years.
I cried for all the homeless that I knew who passed away on the street.
However, the mental health change has seemingly made the biggest impact
I cried for those who have been run down on south Nevada and Las Vegas just
on the 719. Now we can’t figure out who is vaccinated and who isn’t. With
tryin' to cross when they had the green light.
masks gone, we must wonder who has received the vaccine and who hasn’t.
And, if you look at your workforce - Colorado, being an at-will state, employI cried for those who froze to death on the coldest night.
ers can make you prove you have had it, or you don’t have a job. Thus, once
I wasn't aware of all this grief... it had been hiding in my soul. It was tucked again, making it harder to make good money in a service-connected town.
away in a safe place thinking I would never have face it
719, this isn’t California, yet, at least not yet in terms of housing prices. However, it is quickly becoming like California with the size of the homeless popuThere will be others that will pass in the night. We will hear of it in the morn- lation increasing - maybe through no fault of their own.
ing.
Can you really blame anyone for deciding, “I can live in my car. After all, I own
We will have more memorial services. More tears will be shed...
it. And I can’t afford the rent on a house or an apartment until I get another
However, we will have the knowledge that these individuals; our friends and job - and maybe not even then." Now, how about that for adding to the stress
neighbors, had a home. They had the morning light glow around them. They of mental health? And we wonder why some people just give up.
could see the mountain views they loved so much. Their death will take them
to their final resting place...a place they will call home once again.
There's a garden at Greenway... I'm going to plant a lilac bush in my garden
space.
When you fall in love...especially when you find yourself homeless...
...it's a difficult path to take.
There's a garden at Greenway... I'm going to plant a lilac bush in my garden
space.
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Me, personally? Right now I’m just happy to be back at work with this writing
job - with this newspaper. I thought for sure physical copies of newspapers
were extinct in the digital world, but we're still here, in print, despite the pandemic! I am fortunate in this regard, because I not only like to work my body,
but I like to exercise my brain as well.
We will get through COVID-19 and come out stronger on the other side!
I HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL IN THE NEXT ISSUE...719!

RESOURCE GUIDE
Meals
Marian House

14 W. Bijou St.
(719) 475-7314
Daily 10:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Project Angel Heart

1625 W. Uintah St., Suite 1
(719) 323-0084
Delivers meals to those with chronic
illness.

Mary’s Home

3649 Michigan Avenue
(719) 301-5411
Transitional housing for mothers and
children.

Partners in Housing

455 Gold Pass Hts.
(719) 473-8890
Transitional housing program for
families.

Springs Rescue Mission

Rocky Mountain Human
Services

Shelter/Housing

Salvation Army (RJ Montgomery)

5 W. Las Vegas St.
(719) 632-1822
Daily Breakfast 8 - 9 a.m.
Daily Sack Lunch 11:15 - 11:30 a.m.
Daily Dinner 4 - 5 p.m.

Crawford House

415 S. Weber St.
(719) 477-1639
Emergency shelter for veterans
receiving mental health services
through the Veterans Administration.

Family Life Services

17 S. Weber St.
(719) 323-2600
Homes for all veterans, life skills, and
support.

709 S. Sierra Madre St.
(719) 578-9190
Shelter for families, men, & women.

Springs Rescue Mission
5 W. Las Vegas St
(719) 632-1822
Shelter for men and women.

1880 S. Cascade Ave.
(719) 632-4661
Transitional housing for mothers and
children.

TESSA

Family Promise

The Place

519 N. Tejon St.
(719) 329-1244
Transitional housing for families

435 Gold Pass Hts.
(719) 633-3819
Emergency shelter - domestic abuse.
423 E. Cucharras St.
(719) 205-7129
Shelter for people ages 15 - 20.

New Promise
1647 S. Nevada Ave.
(719) 358-6220
Low barrier emergency shelter for families with children under the age of 18.

Medical
El Paso County Public Health

1675 W. Garden of the Gods Rd.,
Suite 2044
(719) 578-3199
Immunizations, STD testing, and family
medical care.

Mission Medical

2125 E. LaSalle St.
(719) 219-3402
Medical, dental, vision, behavioral, and
diabetes care.

Peak Vista

Suicide
Hotline
(844) 493-8255 or
text 38255

SET Homeless Health Clinic
14 W Bijou St. Marian House
(719) 866-6432

Westside CARES

2808 W. Colorado Ave.
(719) 389-0759

Crisis Centers
Diversus Health (Formerly
Aspen Pointe)
115 South Parkside Dr.
(719) 635-7000
24-hour crisis center.

(719) 632-5700
117 W Rio Grande St. (Same block as RJ
Montgomery Salvation Army Shelter.)
Other clinics are located throughout
Colorado Springs.
Medical, dental, and behavioral health
care. Call number for more information.

Cedar Springs Hospital

SET Family Health Clinic

435 Gold Pass Hts.
(719) 633-3819
Crisis support - For victims of domestic
abuse.

2864 S. Circle Dr., Suite 450.
(719) 776-8850

2135 Southgate Rd.
(719) 633-4114
24-hour crisis center and inpatient
hospital.

TESSA
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Friends and Family

The
PERK
DOWNTOWN

The
PERK
DOWNTOWN

Sacred
Heart
Catholic
Church

602 S. Nevada Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80903

Open Daily 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
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